
Planning Board Meeting  
Town of Ulysses  
7 January 2014 

 
Approved 2/18/14 
 
Presiding:  Rod Hawkes, Chair 
Present:  Sarah Adams, Stan Beames, Brian Cutler, Rebecca Schneider, John Wertis 
Absent:  Darby Kiley 
Public:  Andy Rice, Greg Reynolds 
 

 
A. Agenda reviewed  

 Meet Thurs, Jan 16th w/ Village of Trumansburg Planning Board 

 Jan 21st is next official meeting  
 

B. No minutes to review 
 

C. Privilege of Floor: 

 Greg Reynolds – introduced himself as a candidate for Planning Board vacancy  

 Andrew Rice – introduced himself as a candidate for Planning Board vacancy 
 

D. Potential Discussion Topics for co-meeting with Trumansburg Village Planning Board: 
 

Comments via email from Jen Wofford, Chair, T-burg Village Planning Board, regarding 
VPB’s potential agenda items: 

 Where we overlap in interests 

 Historic preservation and rehabilitation of cast iron store fronts 

 Village streets and housing planning 

 Decide on a project – a potential “discovery” route 
 

Potential agenda items from discussion by Ulysses Planning Board at 1/7 meeting: 

 Big issue – is secondary water source for the village – due to impacts on broader 
town 

 Village perspective re: open space 

 Possibly get Scott Doyle of Tompkins County Planning Dept. to make 
presentation on new SEQR review process (for joint Village and Town Planning 
Boards audience) 

 Focus on development along the boundaries between town and village 

 Gateways to the village 

 Potentially following Varna’s approach w/ landscaping requirements, form-based 
zoning 

 Sign regulation  
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E. 2014 Schedule of Meetings 

 3rd Tuesday of each month is the official planning board mtg and 1st Tuesday of 
each month is dedicated to working on projects 
Resolution: to approve schedule 
 1st John Wertis 
 2nd Rebecca Schneider 
 Unanimous 

 Proposed Amendment: “we will meet on 3rd Tuesday of each month with 
optional working meetings on 1st Tuesday of each month”.  Unanimously 
approved. 

 ACTION ITEM: Ask Darby whether we need to announce to public when we 
decide to cancel and official meeting due to lack of business.  

 Noted – that proposed schedule may have to be adjusted to increase in official 
reviews resulting from new lakeshore/ conservation zone 
 

F. Need for New Vice Chair of Planning Board 
John Wertis volunteered 
1st Rebecca Schneider 
2nd Sarah Adams 
Unanimously approved 
 

G. Board Vacancy: 
The Planning Board asked each candidate to discuss his interest in and qualifications for 
joining the Board.  Planning Board members described the expectations and demands of 
PB service.  Town Supervisor Liz Thomas stopped by during this discussion and was 
asked what the procedure was for the PB to send feedback to the Town Board on the 
candidates and she indicated that, since there was no established procedure, the 
decision was up to the PB. 

 
H.  2014 Work Plan  

a. Potential List of Items for Work Plan for 2014 (not prioritized):  

 Sign regulations – as a commercial zoning issue   

 Design guidelines 

 Open space – continue and formalize that effort into the creation of an open 
space plan 

 Secondary Village water source impacts on town 

 Wind mills 

 Outdoor wood-burning furnaces 

 Gateways to village 

 Exploring relationships with village 

 Follow-up on Ag plan  

 Check Comprehensive Plan for its stepwise approach to accomplish goals  

 How to simplify the zoning law 
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o Collected list of small wording changes to zoning: 
o ACTION ITEM: Ask Darby whether these changes have been made.  

 
I. Issues for new planning board members: 

 Some kind of orientation? 

 Some list of operating instructions in writing 

 Sign an oath 

 List of expectations 
 

J. TRAINING: 

 Assoc. of Towns in NYC, Feb 16-19th …the Town of Ulysses has funding to send 
one member of the PB or BZA.  Sarah Adams expressed interest and will follow 
up with Supervisor Thomas directly. 
 

K. Review of Candidates (w/out them present) 

 The PB voted to submit a joint feedback to the TB regarding candidates for the 
PB vacancy.  The vote was: Aye-5, Abstain- 1 (Wertis).  

 Rod Hawkes will summarize the feedback and forward to Town Supervisor 
Thomas to share with the TB. 
 


